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As reported back in 2020, Generation Z or Zoomers are “tired of waiting” or, in other words, “the time for revolution […] is now” (Janfaza, 2000). Others have identified “three reasons Gen Z is the most awesome generation there is,” including (a) “Gen Zs work harder and more passionately than many of us,” as “[t]hey want genuine actions that create work environments Gen Zs can thrive in, […] more diverse, more supportive, more challenging and less politically divisive;” (b) “Gen Zs are more powerful than any other generation,” a claim supported by surveys suggesting that “99% of Gen Zs either attended a protest, posted on social media about a protest or actively took time to learn about racial injustice,” and (c) “Gen Zs are more united politically and socially,” with research concluding that “while older generations seem more easily convinced by the promises of politicians, Gen Zs are harder to win over,” and that “the lack of participation by Gen Zs in the formal political process could, by itself, be political participation” (Ewing, 2021). To contextualize their aspirations further, some insist that Generation Z’s momentum and tactics echo the protest movements of the 1960s, driven by a belief that inaction could cost them even the basic stability earlier generations assumed; accordingly, a growing urgency, paired with strong engagement in contemporary social issues, is fueling a renewed, almost revolutionary push for change (Robinson, 2023).

Zoomers have also been described as “masters at finding digital shortcuts, automating repetitive tasks, and questioning processes that waste time. […] [T]hey’re teaching us that purpose isn’t a buzzword. When they ask about environmental policies or diversity initiatives, they’re being pragmatic” (Waterfall Hill, 2024). This goes hand in hand with the argument that “[t]he students protesting today […] are distressed because they understand that the world is burning, and that adults have repeatedly failed them. […] Digital natives, their understanding of the world has been shaped by visually intensive, networked, global media that has exposed them to intense social dynamics, fraught political debates, diverse perspectives” (Chemaly, 2024; also, Byrne et al., 2021; Kuroff, 2019). Even AI tends to frame Generation Z as “the most progressive generation in many ways, particularly on social and cultural issues” (Radeljić, 2025). When this is coupled with the power of technology and global connectivity, as well as with the fact that democracy has in many ways undemocratized itself, giving rise to populism and (semi-)authoritarianism, it is reasonable to believe that Zoomers have many reasons to spread the word about injustices and advocate for change. 

Serbian students, or Zoomers more broadly, come from a system marked by instability, limited resources, and deeply corrupt institutions. They reject state capture and the close ties between criminal networks and neo-radical President Aleksandar Vučić. Although many of them were not even born during his formative period as Minister of Information in the late 1990s (when he targeted independent media with draconian laws and fines, ensuring the dominance of Milošević-friendly outlets), they understand his agenda all too well (Jerkov et al., 2025; Radeljić, 2020). More recently, following the Novi Sad railway station tragedy, which killed 16 people (BBC, 2024; The Guardian, 2024; Nenadović, 2024; Peščanik, 2024), and the consequent student-led widespread public mobilization across Serbia, calling for government accountability (The Associated Press, 2024a; 2024b; Chin, 2025; Cosmos, 2025; Kljajić, 2025; Popović, 2025; Radunović, 2025; Šekularac et al., 2025), the President of the National Assembly, Ana Brnabić, compared students’ requests to “Nazi ideology” (Beta, 2025), falsely asserting that they represent “the fascist Falanga” (Pink.rs, 2025) and “call for civil war [and] the death of Serbia” (Glas javnosti, 2025). President Vučić likewise referred to them as “Nazis” (Vreme, 2025), while other pro-regime officials described the protesters as “hate-filled monsters [and] the worst possible fascists” (Kurir, 2025). By branding student protesters as “Nazis” and “fascists,” the Serbian leadership deploys historically dehumanizing language, positioning them as “enemies of the state” (Đorđević & Radeljić, 2026). However, protesters have resisted this discursive imposition (followed by increased repression and surveillance) through symbolic action, digital communication, and narrative reframing, challenging the regime’s monopoly over political meaning.

The fact that Zoomers (a) reject the logic of totalitarianism, in which perceived “enemies” are systematically marginalized, and (b) are capable of enduring injustice without theatrics or without casting themselves as victims, speaks to Serbian students’ commitment to fully exposing the regime’s moral bankruptcy. They have no issue using strong language against pro-regime mouthpieces such as Informer, as in the case of a young woman who, when asked by a reporter to disclose her name so it could be exploited for propagandistic purposes, replied: “My name’s none of your fucking business” (Index Magazin, 2026; Stojanović, 2026). This is not about engaging in a petty argument with someone holding a microphone, but about a desire to correct newshounds, not merely as individuals, but as part of a system that thrives on provocation without taking responsibility. In this respect, rather than attempting to appear clever or dominant, protesters are offering a lesson in moral integrity.

This drive helps explain Serbian students’ distinctiveness, including their reluctance to affiliate themselves with any ideology or political party. As warned elsewhere, their approach should not be interpreted as “apathy,” but rather understood as “a strategic recalibration of legitimacy, aiming to maintain cross-ideological unity while avoiding symbolic triggers that the regime could exploit for delegitimization” (Jerkov et al., 2025; also, Pudar Draško et al., 2026). Serbian student protests, and those of other Zoomers elsewhere, suggest that freedom is not just an abstract idea, but something they live, often awkwardly and at personal cost. In living this way, they point to a quieter, riskier truth: freedom is not something granted by others, but something that must be continually practiced. This mindset becomes an advantage when they face hostile crowds, such as pro-Vučić forces in the Serbian context (or, in the context of anti-Israel protests, when Columbia University called in the New York City Police Department, who responded by beating and arresting demonstrators). These protesters do not seek approval or neutrality. Instead, they let others reveal their true selves through their reactions. Freed from the need for acceptance, their confrontations with ruling structures become contests of endurance rather than popularity.

From a generational perspective, Generation Z’s positioning can be discussed as the emergence of a distinct generational consciousness shaped less by transformative historical events than by prolonged exposure to systemic dysfunction. The protests in Serbia thus represent not only a reaction to specific grievances, but an attempt to rearticulate what it means to be a political subject in a context where traditional categories of participation have lost legitimacy. Identity construction here is inseparable from identity deconstruction; inherited notions of opposition, leadership, and ideology are actively dismantled in favor of hybrid, non-institutional forms of civic engagement (Džunić & Golubović, 2026; Ilić, 2023; Poljak, 2025; Stepanović, 2025). Ultimately, the Serbian case illustrates how Zoomers deconstruct dominant political identities while constructing new, hybrid forms of civic subjectivity that challenge both regime authority and established models of political participation.
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