
H.E. MLADEN ANDRLIĆ  

Ambassador of the Republic of Croatia to Hungary (Ambassador Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary) 

H.E. Mr. Mladen Andrlić is the Ambassador of the Republic of Croatia to Hungary. He is 

a permanent lecturer at the Diplomatic Academy of the Croatian MFAEI as well as a 

visiting lecturer at diplomacy departments and political science faculties across Croatia 

and abroad.  

ALYA AHMED SAIF AL-THANI 

Permanent Representative of Qatar to the United Nations  

Ambassador Al-Thani is the Permanent Representative of the State of Qatar to the 

UN. An international though leader on human rights, social justice and development 

issues, Ambassador Al-Thani has authored and facilitated numerous ground-

breaking General Assembly resolutions dealing with issues such as the right to 

education in emergencies, autism, and improving the effectiveness and coordination 

of military and civil defence assets for natural disaster response.  

IVÁN BÁBA  

Research Fellow, iASK 

Iván Bába is a senior research fellow of the Institute of Advanced Studies Kőszeg. He is a 

professor at the National University of Public Service and the Károli Gáspár University of 

the Reformed Church in Hungary. From 1990-2014 he was the Deputy State Secretary, 

State Secretary and Ambassador in Ministry for Foreign Affairs.  



 

KURT BASSUENER 

Senior Senior Associate, Democratization Policy Council, Sarajevo 

Kurt Bassuener is a co-founder and senior associate of the Democratization Policy Council, a 

Berlin-based think-tank.  

JÁNOS BOGÁRDI  

professor, University of Bonn 

János Bogárdi is a senior academic advisor at iASK. He holds a PhD in Civil 

Engineering from the University of Karlsruhe, Germany. Formerly he was on the 

scientific staff of the Federal Institute for Hydraulic Engineering in Karlsruhe, the 

University of Karlsruhe, the German Agency for Technical Co-operation (GTZ), the 

Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) in Bangkok, Thailand. He was also professor for 

Hydraulics and General Hydrology at the Agricultural University of Wageningen, The Netherlands. He was 

appointed Director of the United Nations Institute for Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS) in Bonn and 

Vice-Rector a. i. of United Nations University in Europe. 

KATALIN BOGYAY 

President of UNESCO 36th General Conference, 15th Permanent Representative of Hungary to the United 

Nations, Frm. Permanent Delegate of Hungary to UNESCO, iASK Research Fellow 

 

Ambassador Bogyay is the President of the United Nations Association- Hungary 

(2021-) and the Founder of Women4Diplomacy (2021-). She is the 15th Permanent 

Representative of Hungary to the United Nations in New York (2014-2020) and the 

former Permanent Delegate of Hungary to UNESCO in Paris (2009-2014). Served 

as the President of UNESCO 36th General Conference (2011-2013). She is an iASK 

Research Fellow (2021-). H. Exc. Ms Katalin Bogyay previously chaired the 

Committee for Social, Cultural, Humanitarian and Human rights affairs at the UN and was the Vice Chair of the 

Cultural Committee of UNESCO General Conference. She is the author of many books.  



 

DANIEL R. BROOKS 

Professor Emeritus at University of Toronto, Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada 

and at the Linnaean Society of London  

Daniel R Brooks is Professor Emeritus at University of Toronto, and Fellow of the 

Royal Society of Canada and at the Linnaean Society of London. 

EMIL BRIX 

Director, Diplomatix Academy of Vienna 

Emil Brix is an Austrian diplomat and historian. Starting in 1982, he worked for 

the Foreign Service of the Republic of Austria. He was a secretary of the 

Austrian People’s Party (ÖVP). he was the Austrian ambassador in London, 

Moscow. Brix is also the representative chairman of the Institute for the Danube 

Region and Central Europe. He became the director of the Diplomatic 

Academy of Vienna in 2017 

ERHARD BUSEK 

Member of the European Council on Tolerance and Reconciliation; Chairman of the Institute of Danube Region 

and Central Europe, Jean-Monnet-Professor 

Erhard Busek is Chairman of the Institute of Danube Region and Central Europe, 

Jean-Monnet-Professor ad personam, Co-Chair of the Commission on Radio and 

Television Policy: Central and Eastern Europe and Member of the European Council 

on Tolerance and Reconciliation. and he served as Vice-Chancellor of Austria. He 

has written extensively on South-East and Central Europe, democratic reform, and 

economic and environmental cooperation. He serves on the international Advisory Board of iASK. 

MANUELA CAIANI  

Associate Professor, Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa/Firenze  

Manuela Caiani is Associate Professor in Political Science at the Scuola Normale 

Superiore.  



 

ILAN CHABAY 

Research Head of Strategic Research Initiatives and Programs, International Institute for Advanced Sustainability 

Studies (IASS) in Potsdam 

At the Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies (IASS) in Potsdam Germany, Ilan 

Chabay is Head of Strategic Science Initatives and Programs, Scientific Project Leader 

of the Global Sustainability Strategy Forum (GSSF) conducted in collaboration with 

Arizona State University (ASU) and Head of the KLASICA (Knowledge, Learning, and 

Societal Change) international research alliance.  

SEAN CLEARY  

Chairman of Strategic Concepts (Pty) Ltd.; member of Advisory Board, iASK  

Sean Cleary is Chairman of Strategic Concepts (Pty) Ltd., Managing Director of the Centre 

for Advanced Governance, Founder and Executive Vice Chair of the Future World 

Foundation and Chairman of Atlantic Holdings (Pty) Ltd. He also serves on the international 

Advisory Board of iASK. 

MARK DONFRIED 

Director General, Institute for Cultural Diplomacy, Berlin  

Mark Donfried is founder of the Institute for Cultural Diplomacy, which has grown 

to become one of Europe’s largest independent cultural exchange organisations 

and continues to be committed to its goal to promote global peace and stability 

by strengthening and supporting intercultural relations at all levels.  

CHRISTIAN EICHENMÜLLER  

Friedrich-Alexander-University of Erlangen-Nürnberg, Institute of Geography, Germany 

Christian Eichenmüller is currently finalizing his PhD dissertation, on the critical assessment 

of India’s Smart Cities Mission. He is a research associate at the Institute of Geography and 

the department of Information Technology at the Friedrich-Alexander-Universität in 

Erlangen-Nürnberg.  



 

KATALIN GALAMBOS  

Research Fellow, iASK  

Katalin Galambos is a teacher of children with special educational needs, as well as an 

employment counsellor. Her current field of research is the sustainability of social 

institutions - the topic of her PhD dissertation.  

LIDIJA GEORGIEVA 

 UNESCO Chair in Intercultural Studies and Research, Skopje 

Lidija Georgieva is a professor at the Faculty of Philosophy in Skopje and Head of the UNESCO 

Chair in Intercultural Studies and Research. As an expert in peace and security studies she 

was involved in developing studies and policy papers for UNDP and UNWOMEN on different 

issues related to interethnic dialogue and communication, peacebulding, woman and security. 

CATHERINE HOREL 

Director of Research at the CNRS (Le Centre national de la recherche scientifique ), Paris 

Catherine Horel is a French historian. She is a senior researcher and program director at 

the French National Center for Scientific Research (CNRS). She is an internationally 

recognized expert in the history of Central Europe, including Hungary.  

JODY JENSEN  

Research Fellow, iASK and Director of the Polányi Centre, Jean Monnet professor, University of Pannonia  

Jody Jensen is associate professor and director of the International Studies MA 

Program at the University of Pannonia Kőszeg Campus. She is the director of 

Polányi Centre at iASK and conducts research on prefigurative and subterranean 

politics and new social and political movements. 



 

GERTRÚD KENDERNAY -NAGYIDAI 

Adviser, European Parliament Vice-Presidents’ Secretariat 

Gertrud Kendernay-Nagyidai is a political theorist and currently is working in the European 

Parliament Vice-Presidents’ Secretariat as an adviser to Vice-President Járóka. Previously 

she worked together with Professor György Schöpflin MEP as an adviser on constitutional 

and foreign affairs. 

MARKO LOVEC 

Associate Professor, University of Ljubljana  

Marko Lovec is an Assistant Professor and Research Fellow at University of 

Ljubljana, Faculty of Social Sciences, Centre of International Relations. He is 

associated to European Council on Foreign Relations, Freedomhouse, Central 

European University-Center for Policy studies and Institute of International Relations 

in Prague.  

SZABOLCS MÁRKA  

Walter O. LeCroy Jr. Professor of Physics Columbia University, New York 

Szabolcs Marka is a co-discoverer of cosmic gravitational-waves; his research interests 

range from astrophysics to biophysics.He conducted research at Cornell University and the 

California Institute of Technology and became a faculty at Columbia University in 2004. His 

work is often covered by the international media ranging from the New York Times through 

Die Zeit to the Economist.  



 

FERENC MISZLIVETZ 

Director, iASK 

Ferenc Miszlivetz is the founder and director of the Institute of Advanced Studies 

Kőszeg and a Jean Monnet professor and full professor at the University of Pannonia. 

He is a scientific advisor at the Institute for Political Sciences at the Hungarian 

Academy of Science. He is also the founder and director of the board of the Institute 

for Social and European Studies Foundation (a Jean Monnet European Centre of 

Excellence) and holds a UNESCO Chair in Cultural Heritage and Sustainability in 

Kőszeg. 

ZOLTÁN MIZSEI  

Research Fellow, iASK 

Zoltán Mizsei is a senior researcher at iASK. He graduated from Franz Liszt Academy 

of Music as a professor of choral conducting and Church music. Currently, he is 

associate professor at the Franz Liszt Academy of Music, at the department of Church 

music.  

DIMITAR NIKOLOVSKI  

Research Fellow, iASK 

Dimitar Nikolovski is a PhD candidate at the Graduate School for Social Research, 

Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw, where he does research on the relations 

between populist parties and civil society in Southeast Europe.  



 

PAVEL PALAZHCHENKO 

The Gorbachev Foundation 

Pavel Palazhchenko, graduated from Maurice Thorez Foreign Languages Institute, Moscow, in 

1972 and from the United Nations Language Training Course at the same Institute in 1973. Since 

1992 he has been an Advisor, International and Media Relations, to the President of the 

International Foundation for Socioeconomic and Political Studies (Gorbachev Foundation).  

MARIA PILAR 

PhD candidate, Ghent University', Fellow of the Regional Academy on the United 

Nations and the Royal Society of Arts  

Maria Pilar Lorenzo is a PhD candidate at Ghent University's Centre for Higher Education 

Governance Ghent. Her research interests are higher education regionalization, 

governance, and social (in)equity.  

ATTILA PÓK  

 Research Fellow, iASK 

Attila Pók is a historian and senior research fellow at iASK. Formerly he was 

deputy director of the Institute of History at the Research Centre for Humanities 

at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences in Budapest. He was also vice-president 

of the Hungarian Historical Association and permanent Visiting Professor of 

History at Columbia University in New York.  

MIKLÓS RÉTHELYI  

 Chair, Hungarian National Commission for UNESCO  

Miklós Réthelyi is professor emeritus at Semmelweis University. Fomerly he served as 

minister of the human resources. He also served as chair of the Hungarian National 

Committee of UNESCO.  



 

ORTWIN RENN 

Scientific Director, International Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies (IASS) in Potsdam, Germany 

Professor Ortwin Renn serves as Scientific Director at the Institute for Advanced 

Sustainability Studies (IASS) in Potsdam (Germany). He is a professor for technology 

assessment and environmental sociology and, together with Dr. Marion Dreyer and Agnes 

Lampke, he directs the non-profit company DIALOGIK, a research institute for the 

investigation of communication and participation processes.  

LEIDA RUVINA 

Research fellow, iASK 

Leida Ruvina holds a quadrennial degree in “International Communication” and a Master 

degree in “Communication Systems in the International Relations” from the University for 

Foreigners in Perugia, Italy, and is currently a PhD Candidate at the Department of Humanities 

and Social Sciences at UNYT. 

PHILIPP C. SCHMITTER 

European University Institute, San Domenico di Fiesole   

Philippe C. Schmitter is Professor Emeritus of the Department of Political and Social 

Sciences at the European University Institute. He was then nominated Professorial 

Fellow at the same Institution. Formerly he was professor in the Politics Department 

at the University of Chicago, then at the European University Institute at Stanford. He 

was visiting professor at the Universities of Paris-I, Geneva, Mannheim and Zürich, and Fellow of the Humboldt 

Foundation, Guggenheim Foundation and the Palo Alto Centre for Advanced Studies in the Behavioral Sciences. 

His current work is on the political characteristics of the emerging Euro-polity, on the consolidation of democracy in 

Southern and Eastern countries, and on the possibility of post-liberal democracy in Western Europe and North 

America. 



 

VALERY PERRY 

 Senior Associate fellow, Democratization Policy Council, Sarajevo  

Valery Perry is an independent consultant and Senior Associate at the Democratization 

Policy Council (DPC). She has worked in the Western Balkans since the late 1990s, 

conducting research and working for organizations including DPC, the European Center for 

Minority Issues, the Public International Law and Policy Group, the NATO Stabilization 

Force, and several NGOs. She was coordinator at the OSCE Mission to Serbia on a project 

to prevent and counter violent extremism. She has been consultant for the United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime, the U.N. Development Program, the Regional Cooperation Council, the U.S. Agency 

for International Development (USAID), IMPAQ International, and other organizations. 

IGOR STIPIC 

Research Fellow, iASK 

Igor Stipić holds an MA in Political and Social Studies from the University of Alberto 

Hurtado in Santiago de Chile and another MA in Political Economy from the University of 

Economics in Prague. After finishing his master’s studies, Igor worked for four years as a 

Research Fellow at the Institute of Advanced Studies in Köszeg (iASK), where he also 

lectured on the International Studies MA program at the University of Pannonia (Hungary). 

Currently, Mr. Stipić is a doctoral candidate in Sociology and Political Anthropology at the 

University of Regensburg and Leibniz Institute for East and Southeast European Studies (IOS). 

JAMES M. SKELLY  

Research fellow, iASK 

James M. Skelly is senior research fellow at iASK. He is also Director of the Centre 

on Critical Thinking, which he founded, and has been a faculty member at the 

Köszeg Campus of the University of Pannonia. 



 

IVANA STEPANOVIC 

Research fellow, iASK 

Ivana Stepanovic is a Research Fellow at iASK. She has been a researcher at the 

Institute of Criminological and Sociological Research since 2014. She holds a PhD 

in Anthropology from the University of Belgrade, MA in Human Rights and 

Democracy in South-East Europe from the University of Sarajevo and University of 

Bologna and BA in Philosophy from the University of Belgrade.  

ARJAN SHAHINI  

PhD Candidate, Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg 

Arjan Shahini is a Ph.D. student at Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg. His current 

research is on the history of Albanian higher education from a transnational perspective.  

 

LJUPCHO PETKOVSKI  

Freelance policy consultant 

Ljupcho Petkovski is a freelance policy consultant from Skopje, North Macedonia. 

Foormerly he was head of Eurothink – Centre for European Strategies, one of the 

strongest independent and non-partisan policy research and advocacy groups in the 

country, focused on promotion of liberal-democratic values through Europeanization of 

society. 

RYSZARD PRASZKIER 

University of Warsaw 

Ryszard Praszkier is a professor emeritus at the University of Warsaw and a consultant for 

Ashoka, Everyone a Changemaker. His research interests are peaceful transitions, including 

social-change processes facilitated by social entrepreneurs. 



 

LYUBOV SHISHELINA 

Head of the Department for the Studies of Central and Eastern Europe, Russian Academy of Sciences’ Institute of 

Europe  

Lyubov Shishelina is head of the Department for the Studies of Central and Eastern 

Europe at the Russian Academy of Sciences’ Institute of Europe and a member of the 

Foreign Corps of Hungarian Academy of Sciences. In 2006 she had also established the 

Visegrad Research Center – the only Russian analytical center specializing in the studies 

of the region. She was Professor at the Chair of Foreign Policy and International 

Relations at the Russian State University of Humanities and at the Chair for Social Sciences at János Kodolányi 

College. She is a permanent chair of the International scientific conference “Russia and Central Europe in the new 

Geopolitical Realities 

ATTILA SZIGETI  

Research fellow, iASK 

Attila Szigeti holds a Joint PhD in Philosophy from the Paris XII – Val de Marne 

University and Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj. He is Assistant Professor at the 

Hungarian Department of Philosophy, Babeş-Bolyai University, where he teaches 

Modern and Contemporary Philosophy and is also coordinator of the Critical Theory 

and Multicultural Studies MA Program.  

RAFAL SMOCZYNSKI  

Polish Academy of Sciences 

Rafal Smoczynski is a sociologist, he received his Ph.D. and habilitation from Institute of 

Philosophy and Sociology of the Polish Academy of Sciences. His research interest focuses 

on social control, migration, sociology of religion, social theory, sociology of markets.  



 

RAVID TAGHIYEV 

Research fellow, iASK 

Ravid Taghiyev is a former MA student of University of Pannonia - Kőszeg Campus. His 

research interests are democratization, authoritarianism and national identity in the 

post-Soviet space. His MA thesis was entitled “The Role of National Identity in Social 

Mobilization in the Post-Soviet Sphere: the Pro-democratic Social Movements in 

Ukraine (2013) and Belarus (2020)”. 

SANJA TEPAVCEVIC 

Fellow Researcher, iASK 

Sanja Tepavcevic is a Research Fellow at Institute of Advanced Studies Kőszeg. 

Previously she held various academic and administrative positions at Central European 

University, Budapest, and faculty positions at Budapest Business University and Eötvös 

Lóránd University. 

JUDIT VARGA 

Hungarian Minister of Justice 

Dr. Judit Varga was born in 1980 in Miskolc. In 2004, she graduated summa cum laude 

from the Faculty of Law of University of Miskolc. After obtaining her law degree, she 

worked as a trainee associate at Freshfields, Bruckhaus, Deringer and then at Hogan 

& Hartson law firms in Budapest. After that, until 2009, she worked as a trainee judge 

at the Budapest Regional Court and the Central District Court of Pest. She passed her 

bar exam in 2009 and then worked for nine years as a political advisor to several 

MEPs, in Brussels, among others, for Mr. János Áder, President of Hungary during his 

MEP’s mandate. She also attended a summer training on energy law at the Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced 

Studies of the European University Institute in Florence in 2015. Since 2018, she has worked as Minister of State 

for EU Relations at the Prime Minister's Office and as Minister of Justice since July 2019. She speaks English, 

German and French fluently, Spanish at conversational level. 



 

KLAUS WÖLFER  

Ambassador, Austrian Federal Ministry for Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs 

Klaus Wölfer is the head of Austrian MFA’s South East Europe unit, and 

Deputy Political Director. He served as a diplomat in the Austrian Embassies 

in Rome, Belgrade and Budapest. He headed the Austrian Cultural Institute in 

Rome, and the Directorate General for Cultural Affairs of the Austrian Federal 

Chancellery He was ambassador to Indonesia. 

RUBIN ZEMON 

Euro-Balkan University, Skopje 

Rubin Zemon is a director of the Institute for Social and Humanities Research at 

the Euro-Balkan University in Skopje, Macedonia. He has worked as expert analyst 

for several international organizations such as the Council of Europe and OSCE / 

ODIHR. His publications mainly focus on minorities and communities vulnerable to 

racial discrimination. More recently his research has been directed towards political 

anthropology and effective participation of minorities in public life, national identities and nation-building. 


